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The Gilbert  House Children?s Museum  is a pr ivate nonprof i t  501(c)(3) chi ldren?s 
m useum  connected to downtown Salem ?s Riverf ront  Park. 
Founded in  1989, Gilbert  House Children?s Museum  is nam ed af ter Salem  nat ive, 
A.C. Gilbert . Gilbert  was a scholar, inventor, Olym pic athlete and gold m edalist , 
ent repreneur, m agician, and so m uch m ore. Gilbert ' s fam ous Erector Sets  were 
the inspirat ion for our giant  outdoor Erector Set , the highlight  of  our 20,000 f t ²  
Outdoor Discovery Area.
Gilbert  House Children 's Museum  provides innovat ive and st im ulat ing 
educat ional exper iences which spark chi ldren?s natural cur iosit y. 
The Museum ?s m ission is to ?inspire chi ldren to learn through creat ive p lay.? 
This is accom plished through 15-hands on exhib it s, Outdoor Discovery Area, 
cam ps, b ir thday part ies, f ield t r ips, m em bership opportun it ies and educat ional 
program s in  the sciences, art s, and hum anit ies.
The Museum 's exhib it s are located inside three histor ic houses; the Rockenf ield 
House, Gilbert  House and Parr ish House. 
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Who i s A.C. 
Gi lbert ?

Alf red Carlton "A. C." 
Gilbert  was born in  
Salem , Oregon on 
February 15, 1884. I n  
1900, at  the age of  16, 
Gilbert  at tended Tualat in  
Academ y, a prep school 
for  Pacif ic Academ y in  
Forest  Grove. I n  1903, 
Gilbert  t ransferred to 
Yale Universit y and 
studied m edicine, 
p lann ing to use his 
degree to becom e a 
coach. To help pay his 
tuit ion, Gilbert  
perform ed the m agic 
t r icks he learned as a 
chi ld, of ten m aking as 
m uch as $100 a n ight . 
Gilbert  and his f r iend, 
John Pet r ie, began to 
m anufacture the m agic 
sets in  a tool shed in  
Westvi lle, Connect icut .

Ear ly in  1911, Gilbert  got  
the idea for his Erector 
Set  while r iding a t rain  
f rom  New Haven to New 
York. Railroad crews 
f rom  New York, New 

Haven and Hart ford 
Railroad were raising new 
power lines that  would 
convert  the t rain  f rom  
steam  to elect r ici t y. 
Gilbert  was fascinated by 
the architecture of  the 
steel towers that  carr ied 
the power lines. Gilbert  
and his wife cut  out  som e 
cardboard girders and 
worked with them  unt i l 
t he p ieces f i t  t ogether 
and could be used to 
build a var iety of  ob jects.

Gilbert?s educat ional sets 
revolut ion ized the toy 
indust ry. He was one of  
the f irst  toym akers who 
believed that  p laying was 
essent ial to learn ing. 
Gilbert  sensed the 
possib i li t ies of  scient i f ic 
toys which would enable 
a chi ld to p lay with ideas 
and hypotheses, and at  
the sam e t im e teach 
them  about  the laws of  
physics, engineer ing, and 
nature. 
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The M an 
Who Saved 
Chri st mas

I n  1918, dur ing World War I , 
Gilbert  test i f ied before the U. S. 
Council of  Defense on behalf  of  
the toy indust ry, af ter Congress 
declared a m orator ium  on the 
m anufactur ing of  toys.

Gilbert  test i f ied that  not  on ly were 
these toys valuable learn ing tools, 
but  they showed the long- term  
ef fects of  foster ing invent iveness, 
creat ivit y, ingenuit y, and problem  
solving abili t ies.

Gilbert  told Congress that  we m ust  
take care of  our current  hum an 
resources, ?our chi ldren,? for the 
perpetuit y of  Am erican ingenuit y 
and the value of  learn ing. 

His phi losophy of  learn ing 
through play is the inspirat ion for 
our m ission "to inspire chi ldren to 
learn through creat ive p lay."
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The hom e of  Andrew Gilbert  
(A.C.'s uncle) was built  in  1887. 
The grand hom e was 
eventually turned in to 
apartm ents in  1947, and 
through the years the once 
elegant  hom e fell in to 
disrepair .

I n  1987, Museum  founder, 
Mart in  Morr is,  envisioned 
turn ing the histor ic Victor ian 
hom e in to a chi ldren 's 
m useum . 

Restorat ion began the sum m er 
of  1988. With the help of  
several volunteers, the Cit y of  
Salem , and funding f rom  
grants and foundat ions, 
enough m oney was raised to 

restore the hom e and Gilbert  
House Children 's Museum  
opened in  Decem ber 1989.

Through the years, two other 
histor ic hom es were m oved to 
the site and expanded the 
Gilbert  House Children 's 
Museum .

The Josiah L. Parr ish House 
(built  in  1852) was m oved f rom  
it s or iginal locat ion to the 
Museum  in  1990, even get t ing 
"stuck" under the br idge on it s 
voyage. Local Nat ional Guard 
volunteers helped dislodge the 
house to m ove it  t o i t s now 
hom e.

The Rockenf ield House (built  in  

1883) was m oved f rom  it s 
or iginal locat ion to the 
Museum  in  1991, and opened in  
1992 as another bui lding to 
house exhib it s and play areas.

The Lit t le Gem  Grocery Store 
(bui lt  in  1925) was m oved to 
the Museum  in  1998, and now 
features the exhib it  "A.C. 
Gilbert ' s Legacy of  Play" and 
houses m any of  his invent ions, 
including assem bled Erector 
Set  toys.

We are grateful for  the vision 
and determ inat ion of  Morr is 
and other Salem  com m unity 
m em bers to br ing creat ive 
p lay to the chi ldren of  Salem .

Making a Museum

4 |  Press Ki t  20 17

Hist ory 
of  t he M useum

photo by Ron Cooper



The Outdoor Discovery Area at  
Gilbert  House Children 's 
Museum  is the result  of  the 
largest  com m unity bui ld in  
Salem 's history, to date.

Opened in  June 1998, the 
Outdoor Discovery Area is the 
result  of  a com m unity ef fort  
involving thousands of  
volunteers and generous 
in-kind and m onetary 
donat ions.

The 20,000 f t ²  Outdoor 
Discovery Area features a 
52- foot  tall t ower com prising  
giant  Erector Set  p ieces 
inspired by A.C. Gilbert ' s m ost  
fam ous creat ion. I t  also 
features  a m aze, slides, and a 
clim able m odel of  an Am erican 
Flyer steam  engine, as well as a 
large replica of  the Earth's Core.

The Outdoor Discovery Area 
was built  in  19 days with the 
cooperat ion of  hundreds of  
local businesses, and thousands 
of  local volunteers.

I f  you laid the lum ber used in  
the build end to end, i t  would 
st retch m ore than 20 m iles, and 
an est im ated two tons of  nai ls 
were used in  the const ruct ion 
of  the Outdoor Discovery Area.

"A.C. Gilbert  believed kids 
learned best  when they were 
having fun," said Museum  
founder, Mart in  Morr is, "I  really 
think we accom plished that .

A 2015 addit ion of  the Discovery 
Cam pground in  includes a 
nature- inspired p layscape for 
chi ldren to clim b, crawl, and 
balance. 
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help p lann ing your visit , p lease 
call us at  the Museum  at  
503-371-3631. 

What  about  ot her special  
rest r i ct i ons? 

For the com fort  of  our visitors 
and their  fam ilies, we are a 
weapons- f ree zone. We ask that  
visitors not  br ing any sharp 
objects or concealed weapons 
in to the Museum . 

When i s t he M useum closed? 

The Museum  is closed on the 
following holidays: New Year?s 
Day, Easter, I ndependence Day, 
Thanksgiving, and Christm as. 
We are also closed for a week in  
Septem ber for m aintenance. 
We are closed on Mondays 
dur ing fall and win ter m onths. 

Where can I  park ? 

There is som e f ree parking in  
f ront  of  the Museum  under the 
br idge, and a cit y m etered 
parking lot . The perm it  lot  
m arked by signs is m onitored 
by the cit y and is availab le on 
weekends. Please note m etered 
parking is f ree on weekends 
and holidays as well. Riverf ront  
Park, just  down the st reet  f rom  
us, has m any events 
throughout  the spr ing and 
sum m er and our parking will 
occasionally be im pacted due 
to proxim ity. 

 What  i s t he appropr i at e age 
range f or t he M useum? 

Exhib it s are designed for 
chi ldren ages two to ten years 
old. However, older sib lings 
(and grown-ups) en joy being 
the p lay guide for younger 
relat ives. 

How long does i t  t ak e t o vi si t  
t he M useum? 

On average, m any of  our 
visitors explore the Museum  
for about  an hour and a half . 
We advise p lann ing for 1-3 
hours. However, m any fam ilies 
like to take their  t im e and 
spend a few hours en joying the 
exhib it s and act ivit ies. When 
the weather is n ice, you can 
spend hours outside explor ing 
our 20,000 square foot  
Outdoor Discovery Area!  

I s t he museum 
wheelchai r / st rol ler  
accessib le? 

Because our exhib it s are 
housed in  three un ique 
histor ical houses, the f irst  level 
of  each house is accessib le by 
wheelchair , which includes 
about  half  the exhib it s. The 
Outdoor Discovery Area is 
accessib le all t he way up to the 
Erector set  clim bing tower. I f  
you have any quest ions about  
accessib i li t y and would like 

I  don?t  have any ch i ld ren but  
I  am a k i d  at  heart , can I  
come and enjoy t he museum? 

Please note that  Gilbert  House 
Children?s Museum  exhib it s and 
program s are designed for 
chi ldren, ages 2-10, with the 
following adm ission policy: 

 Minors under the age of  18 
m ust  be accom panied by an 
adult?we do not  adm it  chi ldren 
without  an adult . Parents under 
the age of  18 are always 
welcom e with their  own 
children. I f  you are in terested 
in  viewing our m useum  or our 
A.C. Gilbert  exhib it  in  
part icular, our visitor  services 
staf f  w ill be happy to give you a 
br ief  tour of  our faci li t y. The 
Museum  reserves the r ight  to 
refuse adm ission. 

Why do adul t s need t o pay 
adm ission at  a ch i ld ren?s 
museum? 

The Museum ?s m ission is to 
create a com m unity where 
chi ldren and their  grown-ups 
learn through play. All of  our 
exhib it s have been designed for 
adult s and chi ldren to p lay and 
learn together. We encourage 
you to explore and exper ience 
our Museum  with your chi ldren 
and are certain  that  you will 
?play? too.
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Phi losophy &  
Vi si on

im portance of  p lay. We know 
that  each t im e a chi ld goes 
down the slide in  our Outdoor 
Discovery Area, that  chi ld uses 
their  im aginat ion to be an 
ast ronaut , out run a dragon, or 
t ravel through t im e.

"Play is im portant  to healthy 
brain  developm ent  in  chi ldren," 
says Gilbert  House Children 's 
Museum  Execut ive Director, 
Alicia Bay, "I t  is through play 
that  chi ldren explore and 
in teract  with the world around 
them ."

During the 2015-2016 f iscal 
year, Gilbert  House Children 's 
Museum  saw over 85,000 
visitors. This is a near ly 25% 
increase f rom  the previous 
f iscal year. This m eans that  tens 
of  thousands of  chi ldren had 

Why is p lay im portant  to us at  
Gilbert  House Children 's 
Museum ? We believe and 
know that  p lay is a vital part  
of  learn ing and developm ent  
for chi ldren. Play is so 
im portant  in  chi ld 
developm ent  that  i t  has been 
recognized by the United 
Nat ions High Com m ission for 
Hum an Rights as a r ight  for  
every chi ld.

"Play allows chi ldren to use 
their  creat ivit y while 
developing their  im aginat ion, 
dexter it y, and physical, 
cognit ive, and em ot ional 
st rength," says a report  by The 
Am erica Academ y of  
Pediat r ics.

We at  Gilbert  House Children 's 
Museum  know the great  
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t he opportun it y to im agine 
them selves as ast ronauts, 
veter inar ians, m arine 
b iologists, and m ore.

Gilbert  House is com m it ted to 
our role as am bassadors of  
p lay. While p lann ing and 
im plem ent ing our exhib it s, we 
closely exam ine the best  ways 
to br ing in  creat ive, hands-on 
play for our visitors. We also 
consider creat ive p lay an 
in tegral part  of  educat ional 
program m ing for our 
workshops and cam ps.

Every day Gilbert  House 
Children 's Museum  st r ives to 
provide m ore opportun it ies for 
chi ldren to p lay, and to fulf i ll 
our m ission of  inspir ing 
chi ldren to learn through 
creat ive p lay.



Hours of  Admission

Spri ng/ Summer Hours:
Monday-Sunday
10:00 A.M. ? 5:00 P.M.

Fal l / Wint er Hours:
Tuesday-Sunday
10:00 A.M. ? 5:00 P.M. 
Closed Mondays.

The museum i s closed on:
New Year?s Day
Easter
I ndependence Day
Thanksgiving Day
Christm as Day

The museum closes ear ly on 
t he f ol lowing hol i day:
Christm as Eve at  1:00 P.M.  
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Fact s &  
Figures

Admission/ M embersh ip Numbers

Total num ber of  visitors in  2016: 91,296

Total num ber of  m em berships in  2016: 3,20 1

Percentage of  m em berships are ACCESS (reduced cost ): 8%

Donat i ons and Sponsorsh ips

Gilbert  House Children 's Museum  needs support  to cont inue 
to of fer quali t y educat ional exhib it s and program m ing.  
Approxim ately 87% of  our annual operat ional expenses are 
covered by adm issions and m em berships. This m eans we 
rely on cont r ibut ions for the rem ainder of  our expenses , 
and to fund any new exhib it s and educat ional program m ing.

There are several ways individuals and local businesses can 
support  creat ive p lay for chi ldren at  Gilbert  House.

I f  you'd like to donate to Gilbert  House Children 's Museum , 
or would like m ore in form at ion about  sponsorships, p lease 
contact  Alicia Bay, Execut ive Director by em ail: 
execut i ved i rect or@acgi lbert .org

Admission Pr i ces

Mem bers:
General (ages 3-59):         
Senior (ages 60+):           
Toddlers (ages 1 &  2):         
I n fants (under 1 year):

FREE
$8.00
$6.00
$4.00
FREE



Exh ib i t s

exhib it !  Tend to babies in  the 
nursery, or look under a 
m icroscope!

Farm to Table
Plant  and harvest  your own 
crops f rom  the farm  to your 
tab le!

Up, Up and Away
Set  sai l in  this aviat ion them ed 
room  f i lled with hands-on 
learn ing about  aerodynam ics!

Vet Clinic
Tend to an im als in  need of  
healing in  your own vet  clin ic!

Creation Station
Create in  this m ult icultural art  
studio that  of fers several 
them e-based act ivit ies to help 
kids explore and discover new 
cultures.

Center Stage Theater
Explore act ing and dram a 
together!  

Tinker Tracks
Build t racks on the m etal walls, 
learn about  gravit y and 
m ot ion, and t inker with your 

Rock enf i eld  House

Main Street
Explore b ig ideas for our 
li t t lest  cit izens on the sm allest  
Main St reet  in  town!

Recollections
Create vivid, larger than li f e 
colored m ot ion im ages set  to 
m usic using your body and 
props in  this dazzling 
project ion exhib it .

Go Figure!
Make m ath and reading 
connect ions with gigant ic 
storyboards that  feature fun 
hands-on act ivit ies.

Forest Friends Toddler Room 
Join  in  learn ing with your 
li t t lest  ones in  this room  
designed for in fants and 
toddlers to p lay with their  
caregivers.

Gi lbert  House

All About Me
Put  on a lab coat  and get  to 
work in  this fun m edical 
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t racks to see how things 
change!

Fortopia
Build a world of  your own 
im aginat ion in  a room  m ade 
for creat ivit y!  Children create 
their  dream  landscapes with 
fort -bui lding m ater ials.

Parr i sh  House

All Aboard!
Explore the t rains that  A.C. 
Gilbert  m ade fam ous!  This 
exhib it  features working 
or iginal Am erican Flyer t rains.

I magination Playground
Use your im aginat ion and the 
b ig b lue b locks to create the 
st ructure of  your dream s!

Li t t le Gem

Legacy of Play
Discover the incredib le li f e of  
our A.C. Gilbert . Learn about  his 
m any passions and invent ions. 
See or iginal Erector Sets, m agic 
kit s, and m ore on display. 
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St af f  and 
Board 

M embers

Board M embers

Chai r :  Sadie Blackhall

Vice Chai r :  Donna Snow

Secret ary:  Josh Wolf ram

Treasurer:  Brandon Nelson

AnneMarie DuFault

Todd Garret t

Derek Gilbert

Georgie Lantz

Karen Larson

Brandon Schm idgall

Jessica Kreit zberg Schultens

Devin  Thiele 

St af f

Al i ci a Bay , Execut ive Director ? execut ivedirector@acgilbert .org

Angel i ne Desquesnes, Operat ions Coordinator ? 
operat ions@acgilbert .org

Tami  Goert zen , Account ing Lead ?accounts2@acgilbert .org

Jul i a Golden , Program s Lead ? program s@acgilbert .org

Ryan Kinnet t , Com m unity Relat ions Coordinator ? 
out reach@acgilbert .org

Sierra Langf ord , Mem bership and Rentals Coordinator ? 
m em bership@acgilbert .org

Pat r i ci a M cNab , Visitor  Services Coordinator ? 
visitorservices@acgilbert .org

Amanda M urphy , Visitor  Services Lead ? rentals@acgilbert .org

M elody Parr , Cont roller  ? accounts@acgilbert .org

Chri s Ross, Lead Preschool Teacher ? preschool@acgilbert .org

Samant ha Bowdoin , Prom ot ions Coordinator ? 
prom ot ions@acgilbert .org 



116 M arion St  NE -  Salem, OR 9730 1

50 3- 371- 3631 -  acgi lbert .org

promot i ons@acgi lbert .org


